Avila  Shares  Urban  Design  Award 


THE  DESIGN  OF  AVILA  COLLEGE  is  one  of  the  winners  in  an  urban  design  con- 
test announced  today  by  the  Municipal  Art  commission.  This  view  of  the  campus  shows 
students  on  a concrete  patio  in  front  of  the  administration  building. 


— from  the  Kansas  City  Star 

The  campus  of  Avila  College 
and  the  plaza  and  sunken  garden 
of  the  Commerce  Tower  were 
named  winners  in  the  urban  de- 
sign contest  sponsored  by  the  mu- 
nicipal art  commission. 

The  two  projects  were  chosen 
over  35  others  nominated  by  citi- 
zens as  those  contributing  the 
most  in  beauty  and  excellence  to 
the  city  environment.  Only  projects 
completed  in  1965  were  eligible. 
Award  citations  were  presented  by 
Mayor  Ilus  W.  Davis  in  a cere- 
mony at  his  office  on  April  12. 

Judges  found  the  four  buildings 
on  the  Avila  hilltop  site  “beauti- 
fully related  to  one  another  and 
to  the  terrain."  They  cited  the  stu- 
dent center  building  in  particular 
as  “well  sited"  and  showing  "ex- 


cellent adaptation  to  a difficult 
terrain." 

The  judges  commented  that  the 
design  of  the  Commerce  Tower 
plaza  and  sunken  garden  indicates 
an  awareness  of  the  need  for  a 
“humanly  scaled  complement  to 
the  building  mass  of  an  urban 
downtown  area.” 

"Excellent  use  of  natural  stone 
on  the  south  wall  of  the  sunken 
garden,  the  pleasantly  articulated 
fountain,  and  the  use  of  natural 
materials  to  soften  the  impact  of 
surrounding  architectural  severity 
creates  an  atmosphere  of  relaxa- 
tion all  too  rare  in  our  urban  cen- 
ters,” they  said. 

Sister  Olive  Louise,  Avila  col- 
lege president,  accepted  the  award 
for  her  school.  Also  present  were 
Sister  Marie  Ceorgette,  chairman 
of  the  education  department, 
Angus  McCallum,  architect,  and 


Robert  J.  Massman  and  Art  Fenner, 
representing  the  Massman  and  the 
Eldridge  construction  companies. 

P.  V.  Miller,  jr.,  senior  vice- 
president  of  the  Commerce  Trust 
company,  accepted  the  award  for 
James  M.  Kemper,  jr..  president 
and  chairman.  Miller  was  accompa- 
nied by  R.  V.  Baltis,  jr..  vice-presi- 
dent and  property  manager,  and 
John  Murphy,  project  architect. 

Judges  were  Ralph  T.  Coe,  cu- 
rator of  the  Nelson  Gallery,  Fred- 
erick James,  artist,  and  Herbert  E. 
Duncan,  president  of  the  local 
chapter  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Architects. 

Lynn  Bauer,  vice-chairman  of 
the  art  commission,  told  the  group 
that  more  projects  were  entered 
in  the  contest  this  year  than  either 
of  the  two  previous  years,  indicat- 
ing an  increasing  interest  in  urban 
design  here. 


MUNICIPAL  ART  COMMISSION’S  JUDGES'  COMMENTARY  ON  THE 
AWARD  FOR  GOOD  DESIGN  SELECTIONS— 1965 


URBAN 

DESIGN 

AWARD 


This  citation  is  presented  in  recognition  of 
the  excellence  and  responsibility  that  has 
been  demonstrated  toward  higher  standards 
of  urban  design  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

Awarded  by  the  Municipal  Art  Commission  to: 

Sisters  of  St  Joseph 
of  Carondelet 

Jor  Campus  ofAyila  College 

/Q, 


The  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph  of 
Carondelet  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated for  encouraging  such  a re- 
freshing complex  of  educational 
buildings.  The  hilltop  site  has 
been  carefully  developed  so  that 
the  four  existing  college  buildings 
are  beautifully  related  to  one 
another  and  to  the  terrain.  The 
jury  noticed  both  the  employment 
of  sound  design  standards  beyond 
what  is  usually  found  in  massing 
and  detailing  and  a sympathetic- 
feeling  for  institutional  planning 
requirements.  The  project  was 
carefully  integrated  so  that  it  is 
difficult  to  separate  the  planning 
solution  from  the  formal  appear- 
ance. The  scaling  of  the  project  is 
capped  within  the  dimensions  of  a 
domestic  suburbia  so  that  undue 
dominance  of  the  surrounding  area 
was  effectively  avoided.  The  build- 
ings do  merit  attention  for  virtue 
of  this  integrated  sense  of  scale. 

The  Student  Center  building  in 
particular  was  well  sited  and 
showed  excellent  adaptation  to  a 
difficult  terrain.  The  total  aesthetic 
and  functional  aspect  of  the  com- 
plex is  thoroughly  pleasing.  The 
jury  will  await  with  interest  addi- 
tions to  the  project,  which  prom- 
ises to  carry  through  the  standard 
already  observed. 

Avilan  is  Mrs.  Atlanta 

Rita  Treadwell  Johnson  '52  will 
represent  Atlanta,  Ca..  in  the  Mrs. 
America  contest  in  San  Diego, 
Calif. 

Mrs.  Johnson  was  selected  for 
the  "Mrs.  Atlanta”  title  in  March. 
She  is  a major  in  nursing.  She  is 
the  wife  of  a physician  and  the 
mother  of  five  children,  aged  ten 
years  to  five  months. 

She  won  her  title  for  her  views 
and  theories  on  homemaking  and 
motherhood  and  for  service  to  her 
community.  She  has  been  active 
in  the  Atlanta  Art  Association  and 
many  civic  and  charitable  orga- 
nizations. 
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Insights  Toward  Understanding  Our  Children 


Excerpts  from  a talk  given  by 
Sister  Marie  Georgette,  Ph.D., 
Chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Education  and  Psychology,  at 
Parent  Teacher  organization  Din- 
ner, at  Saint  Peter’s  Cathedral, 
Kansas  City,  Kansas,  April  21, 
1966.  Approximately  300  people 
attended  from  all  the  Greater 
Kansas  City.  Kansas,  schools  in 
the  Kansas  Diocese. 

During  the  past  ten  or  twelve 
years  we  have  begun  to  see  the 
most  remarkable  concern  for  de- 
veloping a guidance  point  of  view 
at  the  elementary  school  level.  A 
guidance  point  of  view  believes 
in  the  worth,  dignity,  and  great 
potentiality  of  the  individual  hu- 
man being;  it  is  a basic  assump- 
tion that  every  human  being  is  of 
fundamental  worth  and  that  every- 
one should  have  the  privilege  of 
developing  himself  to  a maximum 
concerning  his  needs,  interests, 
and  abilities.  In  this,  he  should 
have  the  responsibility  and  privi- 
lege of  making  and  carrying  out 
his  own  decisions  and  pursuing 
those  actions  which  he  feels  will 
contribute  to  his  own  personal 
adjustment. 

The  success  of  guidance  at  the 
secondary  level  has  suggested  the 
question,  "Why  wouldn’t  it  work 
better  at  the  elementary  level— as 
a preventive  measure  rather  than 
as  a remedial  measure  at  the  teen- 
age level?”  We  have  begun  to 
realize  that  we  must  look  for  the 
origin  or  cause  of  children’s  prob- 
lems earlier  than  during  his  sec- 
ondary school  years.  Early  recog- 
nition of  problem  areas  is  neces- 
sary for  early  correction. 

Elements  for  Success 

The  areas  around  which  ele- 
mentary guidance  seems  to  center 
are  three— 

1.  The  acceptance  by  a child  of 
his  own  self-picture;  under- 
standing and  acceptance  of 
self 


2.  Satisfactory  social  relation- 
ships or  interaction  with  other 
individuals 

3.  The  need  for  successful  ex- 
periences in  the  academic 
school  setting. 

Self-understanding  and  self-ac- 
ceptance are  basic  to  healthy  liv- 
ing whether  we  speak  of  child  or 
adult.  A simple  but  important  gen- 
eralization is  that  a well-adjusted 
person  lives  comfortably  with  him- 
self. To  a great  extent,  self-accept- 
ance is  a result  of  good  mental 
health  rather  than  its  cause,  but  the 
principle  can  be  applied  positively. 

A Child's  Success 

A child  must  have  successful 
experiences  in  the  academic  school 
setting.  It  is  school  that  a child 
spends  the  greater  part  of  his  wak- 
ing hours  and  the  only  success 
heretofore  available  in  a classroom 
was  academic  success.  However, 
when  we  say  a child  should  ex- 
perience success  of  some  kind  fre- 
quently and  in  a classroom  situa- 
tion, it  is  to  be  noted  that  this 
success  for  a child  is  not  to  be 
measured  against  others,  but 
against  himself. 

Teacher  Ideals 

Among  recent  trends  in  educa- 
tion, perhaps  the  most  significant 
for  mental  hygiene  is  an  increased 
emphasis  on  interpersonal  rela- 
tionships. Teachers  pay  more  at- 
tention to  students  as  individuals, 
are  more  aware  of  their  needs  and 
personalities,  and  have  more  re- 
spect for  them  as  persons.  The 
ideal  of  the  modem  teacher  is  one 
who  teaches  students,  not  subjects; 
the  teacher  communicates  an  ac- 
ceptance of  the  students  as  worth- 
while persons.  An  accepting  atti- 
tude does  not  mean,  as  has  been 
mistaken,  that  teachers  must  ig- 
nore or  reward  a pupil’s  wrong 


answers  to  intellectual  problems. 
It  is  possible  to  label  a student’s 
response  as  incorrect  and  help  him 
seek  a better  one  without  reject- 
ing the  learner  himself  and  label- 
ing him  stupid  or  bad. 

A certain  amount  of  disorder  in 
a classroom  or  in  a home  is  health- 
ful. A hard-working  group  is  never 
entirely  quiet,  for  some  moving 
around  and  communication  are 
needed  for  cooperative  work.  In 
well-run  schools  the  bustle  of 
highly  motivated  activity  takes  the 
place  of  enforced  quiet.  The  cure 
for  minor  infractions  of  discipline 
is  not  suppression  or  punishment; 
changes  in  the  curriculum  and  in 
teachers'  attitudes  can  eliminate 
some  of  the  petty  disorders— others 
can  be  ignored. 

Symptoms  of  Need 

Continued  disruptive  conduct, 
however,  is  a symptom,  it  is  an 
indicator  of  how  the  child  feels 
and  what  he  needs.  A youngster 
who  is  dominating,  hostile,  or  bul- 
lying to  other  children  is  telling 
us  that  he  is  unsure  of  himself, 
that  he  wants  to  feel  important 
and  does  not  quite  know  how  to 
do  it.  One  who  clowns,  grimaces, 
throws  things,  and  foments  dis- 
order is  loudly  proclaiming  his 
need  to  be  noticed,  perhaps  to  be 
appreciated  and  loved.  The  truant 
is  saying  that  school  is  unbearable 
and  that  he  must  escape  it.  Teach- 
ers and  parents  who  understand 
the  messages  these  symptoms  con- 
vey can  often  help  provide  the 
security,  appreciation,  or  satisfac- 
tion that  the  youngster  lacks. 

Summary  of  Speech 

In  summary,  let  us  say  that 
parents  and  teachers  can  help  pro- 
mote mental  health  in  several 
ways.  Children  must  have  help  in 
developing  positive  attitudes 
toward  themselves.  Children  must 
be  led  to  be  aware  of  themselves 
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Sister  Marie  Georgette,  author  of  the  accompanying  arti- 
cle, is  pictured  with  members  of  the  Education  andPsy 
chology  department.  Left  to  right,  Rita 'Wetzel,  P ’ '1 
Sister  Marie  Georgette,  Ph.D.;  Thomas  Taff,  M.A.;  an 
John  Dunean,  M.A. 


Appoint  Sister  Ernest 
To  Presidency 

Sister  Emest  Schmidt,  C.S.J.,  a 
graduate  of  Avila  in  1949,  has 
been  named  president  of  Font- 
bonne  College.  Sister  Emest  suc- 
ceeds Sister  Alfred  Noble,  C.S.J.. 
who  has  resigned  to  return  to 
teaching. 

Sister  Emest  was  a sociology 
major  at  Avila  and  subsequently 
received  master  and  doctorate  de- 
grees from  St.  Louis  University. 

Survey  Shows  Avila 
Alumnae  Opinion 

According  to  an  early  analysis 
of  the  opinion  surveys  distributed 
to  alumnae  recently,  the  average 
alumna  feels  that: 

—the  college  has  grown  in  stat- 
ure, both  academically  and  from 
the  standpoint  of  community 


and  then  to  accept  themselves  as 
they  are.  Parents  must  allow  ex- 
pression of  children's  feelings  and 
must  accept  these  expressions,  re- 
membering that  acceptance  does 
not  necessarily  mean  approval  and 
agreement.  Parents  must  help  chil- 
dren develop  a positive  self-con- 
cept. This  will  seek  a balance  be- 
tween goals  and  capacities  and 
will  notice  the  answers  that  are 
correct  and  approve  the  actions 
and  achievements  that  are  com- 
mendable rather  than  always  cor- 
recting that  which  is  less  com- 
mendable. 

Select  Graduate 
For  Directorship 

Mrs.  Teresa  L.  Mitchell  58  has 
been  named  the  director  of  the 
school  of  nursing  at  Research  hos- 
pital, Kansas  City,  Mo.  The  an- 
nouncement was  made  by  Robert 


E.  Adams,  executive  director  of 
the  hospital. 

Mrs.  Mitchell,  who  is  presently 
educational  director  of  the  school 
of  nursing  at  St.  Margaret  hospital, 
Kansas  City,  Kans..  will  assume 
her  new  position  July  5.  She  holds 
a degree  of  bachelor  of  science  in 
nursing  from  Avila  college  and  a 
master  of  science  degree  in  nurs- 
ing administration  from  the  Catho- 
lic University  of  America  in  Wash- 
ington. She  currently  is  working 
on  a doctorate  in  administration  at 
the  University  of  Missouri  at  Kan- 
sas City. 

Mrs.  Mitchell  is  a member  of 
the  American  Nurses  association, 
the  Kansas  League  for  Nursing, 
the  National  League  for  Nursing, 
and  the  Kansas  State  Nurses  asso- 
ciation. She  also  is  a member  of 
two  honorary  nursing  societies, 
Sigma  Theta  Tau  and  Pi  Gam- 
ma Mu. 


—Avila’s  “image"  has  changed 
since  she  attended 

—while  academic  standing  and 
the  quality  of  the  student  body 
remain  average,  facilities,  ad- 
ministration, faculty  and  com- 
munity opinion  have  improved 
to  excellent  from  average 

—she  receives  sufficient  informa- 
tion about  Avila  and  the  Alum- 
nae Association 

—that  the  alunmae  should  do 
more  for  Avila  in  the  form  of 
financial  support  and  attend- 
ance at  alumnae  and  college 
affairs 

Most  alumnae  who  contribute 
to  the  Alunmae  Fund  do  so  be- 
cause of  gratitude  for  their  educa- 
tion and  a desire  to  see  Avila  con- 
tinue to  provide  an  education  for 
others;  most  alumnae  who  have 
not  supported  the  Fund  have  been 
financially  unable  to  do  so. 

Thirty-six  per  cent  of  alumnae 
completing  the  questionnaires  have 
done  or  are  doing  graduate  work. 
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Daughters  to: 

Margaret  Ann  Fuchs  Dowd  '62 
(Kathleen  Marie,  12-21);  Kathleen 
Flaherty  Koehler  '53  (Rita,  3-26); 
Margaret  Reichert  Porter  '53  (Mary 
Carol,  9-10);  Mary  K.  Farnen  Riley 
'40  (Kathleen,  2-20);  Mary  Ber- 
nardino Scanlon  Van  Arsdale  63 
(Tamara  Ann.  1-11);  Jacqueline 
Elmer  Lewis  ’65  (Jacqueline,  4-1); 
Dorothy  Plassmeyer  Leek  ’52 
(Pamela,  3-26). 

Sons  to: 

Mary  Anne  Henggeler  Conway  '51 
(Kevin,  11-11);  Kathryn  Lewellen 
Phillips  ’62  (Wesley.  12-9);  Kath- 
leen Kavanaugh  Stabb  '60  (J°seph> 
1-28). 

Our  thanks  to: 

New  members  of  the  Alumnae  Li- 
aison Committee  assisting  the  col- 
lege staff  in  recruiting;  Mary  Jo 
McLamey  Hallett  '61  and  Suzanne 


Dolores  Meyers 


ALUMNAE  NOTES 

Congratulations  to: 

Patricia  Jansen  Doyle  '51,  Educa- 
tion Editor  for  the  Kansas  City 
Star,  who  received  an  award  from 
the  Kansas  City  Education  Asso- 
ciation for  her  "impartial,  thor- 
ough, and  knowledgeable  report- 
ing of  education. 

Jean  Stephanz  ’57  named  Secre- 
tary of  the  Year  (1965)  by  the 
Wyandotte  Chapter.  National  Sec- 
retaries Association  International. 

Joan  Banfield  ’63,  who  has  re- 
ceived a Soroptimist  fellowship 
for  graduate  studies  in  French. 
Joan  plans  to  attend  the  Univer- 
sity of  Wisconsin. 

Anne  Triplett  ’65,  who  received 
an  assistantship  for  graduate  study 
in  French  at  Kansas  University. 

Alumnae  presently  engaged  in 
graduate  work: 

Grace  Sue  Conoley  '65,  U.M.K.C., 
in  Education. 

Mary  Frances  Turner  Elbert  '53, 
K.U.,  received  M.A.  in  Speech 
Pathology. 

Eleanor  Fraas  ’61,  U.M.K.C.,  in 
Education. 

Virginia  Gene  Franklin  '60,  K.U., 
doctoral  candidate  in  Sociology. 

Joyce  Ann  Loehner  ’63,  Washing- 
ton University,  two-year  program 
in  Child  Psychiatric  Nursing. 

Kathryn  McIntyre  ’64,  U.M.K.C., 
will  receive  M.Ed.  in  June;  is  cur- 
rently attending  the  NDEA  Guid- 
ance and  Counseling  Institute  for 
Elementary  Teachers. 

Dolores  Meyers  '62,  K.U.,  doctoral 
candidate  in  Microbiology. 

Thelma  Preston  O’Hem  ’60,  U.M.- 
K.C.,  in  Education. 

Mary  Kay  Pyle  '65,  Kansas  State 
Teachers’  College,  in  Library 
Science. 


Virginia  Bartholome  Rohan  '60, 
University  of  Massachusetts,  doc- 
toral candidate  in  English. 

Aileen  Conlan  Steffen  ’57,  U.M.- 
K.C.,  working  towards  a second 
Master’s,  this  one  in  French. 


Warden  Ward  ’55,  both  of  Bos- 
ton; and  Carole  Santonello  '63,  of 
West  End,  New  Jersey. 

Judith  Pierce  Hall  ’62,  who 
planned  and  hosted  a luncheon- 
reunion  for  Wichita  alumnae  on 
March  25. 


— 5 
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URBAN 

DESIGN 

AWARD 


This  citation  is  presented  In  recognition  of 
the  excellence  and  responsibility  that  has 
been  demonstrated  toward  higher  standards 
of  urban  design  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 


Awarded  by  the  Municipal  Art  Commission  to: 

Sisters  of  St.  Joseph 
of  Carondelet 

Tor  Campus  of  Ayila  College 

Ou.  /Q 


The  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph  of 
Carondelet  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated for  encouraging  such  a re- 
freshing complex  of  educational 
buildings.  The  hilltop  site  has 
been  carefully  developed  so  that 
the  four  existing  college  buildings 
are  beautifully  related  to  one 
another  and  to  the  terrain.  The 
jury  noticed  both  the  employment 
of  sound  design  standards  beyond 
what  is  usually  found  in  massing 
and  detailing  and  a sympathetic 
feeling  for  institutional  planning 
requirements.  The  project  was 
carefully  integrated  so  that  it  is 
difficult  to  separate  the  planning 
solution  from  the  formal  appear- 
ance. The  scaling  of  the  project  is 
capped  within  the  dimensions  of  a 
domestic  suburbia  so  that  undue 
dominance  of  the  surrounding  area 
was  effectively  avoided.  The  build- 
ings do  merit  attention  for  virtue 
of  this  integrated  sense  of  scale. 

The  Student  Center  building  in 
particular  was  well  sited  and 
showed  excellent  adaptation  to  a 
difficult  terrain.  The  total  aesthetic 
and  functional  aspect  of  the  com- 
plex is  thoroughly  pleasing.  The 
jury  will  await  with  interest  addi- 
tions to  the  project,  which  prom- 
ises to  carry  through  the  standard 
already  observed. 

Avilan  is  Mrs.  Atlanta 

Rita  Treadwell  Johnson  ’52  will 
represent  Atlanta,  Ga..  in  the  Mrs. 
America  contest  in  San  Diego, 
Calif. 

Mrs.  Johnson  was  selected  for 
the  “Mrs.  Atlanta”  title  in  March. 
She  is  a major  in  nursing.  She  is 
the  wife  of  a physician  and  the 
mother  of  five  children,  aged  ten 
years  to  five  months. 

She  won  her  title  for  her  views 
and  theories  on  homemaking  and 
motherhood  and  for  service  to  her 
community.  She  has  been  active 
in  the  Atlanta  Art  Association  and 
many  civic  and  charitable  orga- 
nizations. 
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SCOPE  Second-Class  Postage 


